
I am definitely planning to be in Detroit on the night of Friday, June 28, to 
receive the medal in p e r ~ o n . ~  Please feel free to contact me concerning further 
details. 

Very sincerely yours, 
[signed] M. L. King, Jr. / b 
M. L. King, Jr., 
Minister 

MLKmlb 
(Dictated by Rev. King, but transcribed and signed in his absence.) 
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3. See “Remarks in Acceptance of the Forty-second Spingarn Medal at the Forty-eighth Annual 
NAACP Convention,” 28 June 1957, pp. 228-233 in thisvolume. 

To Edward H. Page 

1 2  June 1957 
[Montgomery, Ala . ]  

In May, Page wrote King suggesting he lead a migration to Africa: “Quit begging 
the white people far somethingyou know-that they are not going to do. Let us wake up 
the Lard has already @en[ed] the way for us if we will only [accept] it and that way is 
in Ghana.”’ 

Mr. Edward H. Page 
768 Bailey Street 
Schenectady 3, New York 

Dear Mr. Page: 

Thanks for your letter of May 25, with suggestions that we mobilize large 
groups of Negroes to emigrate to Africa, thus getting away from a problem which 
will never be solved in America. While I am deeply sympathetic with your point, 
I must confess that I do not think this is the solution to the problem. I feel that 
the race problem will eventually be solved in America, and all men of this nation 
will be able to live together as brothers. To have a mass return to Africa would 

1 .  Edward H. Page, Jr. (1922-iggz), born in Wyding, West Virginia, was a self-employed truck dri- 
ver. In a 2 August letter Page again urged King to promote a return-to-Mrica movement: ‘You know 
when the Children of israel was having such a hard time in Egypt. . . . The Lord could have blessed 
them there in Egypt. But he didn’t do it he sent a leader to take them out to a better land.” 
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merely be running from the problem and not facing it courageously. This, 1 think, 
is the challenge before us, to stay here and work out the problem in a non-violent 
spirit. We have no more right to return to Africa than the hundreds of imigrants 
from other countries have to return to their countries. We are American citizens, 
and we deserve our rights here in this nation. I feel that God has marvelous plans 
for this world and this nation and we must have the faith to believe that one day 
these plans will materialize. 

Very sincerely yours, 
M. L. King, Jr., 
President 

MLEmlb 
(Dictated by Rev. King, but transcribed and signed in his absence.) 

TLc. MLKP-MBU: Box 64. 

To Cynthia Bowles 

12 June 1957 
[Montgomery, Ala. ] 

Bowles, a student at Oberlin College and daughter of diplomat Chester Bowles, wote 
King regarding his 7 February speech on that campus in  which he called upon the 
president to travel to the South and make speeches on integration.’ Bowles expressed 
her desire to “exert pressure on the President to do this, ” but noted that Kings opinion 
had “stirred up a bit of controversy” among other students. She requested “urguments 
and factual materials” to injluence the opinions of those who disagreed with King. 
Bowles added that, “having lived in  India I realize the immense strength of the kind 
of appeal you are making. ” 

I. Bowles to King, 28 April 1957. King spoke at three events at Oberlin on 7 February. During a 
mid-day assembly he told “The Montgomery Story”; in the evening he participated in a panel discus- 
sion on ”The New Negro in the New South” following his main address, “Justice Without Violence” 
(Beth Robinson, “King to Speak on Southern Racial Question,” Oberlin Review, 5 February 1957; see 
also King, “The Montgomery Story,” 7 February 1957). Cynthia Bowles Aguilar (1936 -), born in New 
Haven, Connecticut, moved to India in 1951 when her father, Chester Bowles, was appointed U.S. 
ambassador. She attended Santiniketan University in West Bengal, India, and the University of Chi- 
cago before receiving a B.A. (1957) from Oberlin College. Bowles later earned a B.S. (1959) from Co- 
lumbia University. Her 1956 book, At Home in India, details her experiences as an American student 
in India. 
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